
CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST LEONARDS PARISH COUNCIL 

The Parish Council Meeting took place at St Leonards Parish Hall on Tuesday, 14th October 2025 at 6.30pm 

 

In Attendance: Cllr Ingram, Hoare and Neighbour   
Present: Mrs H Farrelly (Clerk), Cllr Kneller and One Member of the Public   
  
Apologies received from Cllr Morris, Baddon, Allen and Wellenreiter 

  
  
5786) To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th September 2025 and deal with 

any Matters Arising 
Approved and signed 
 

5787) To receive declarations of interest 
None 
 

5788) Reports from Buckinghamshire Councillors 
Cllr Kneller reported that the Beechwood development had come to a standstill. In late September, an 
area in Aylesbury had been designated as a nature reserve and incorporated into the SANG. This 
meant that smaller developments of up to nine units could now be determined, but larger sites 
remained on hold. 
 
An update was provided on health matters, with encouragement for residents to ensure vaccinations 
were up to date ahead of winter. Stoke Mandeville Hospital had performed well over the past eighteen 
months and had secured funding for further improvements. 
 
Gritters across the county had been tested in preparation for winter. A review of the fire service, 
initiated under the previous council structure, was due to report in November, focusing on ensuring 
efficient use of staff and equipment. 
 
Highways priorities for the next four years had been identified following a three-and-a-half-hour 
inspection session. Parrots Lane was due to be resurfaced within the next couple of months, while 
Little Twye Road and Broomstick Lane were scheduled for inclusion in the first year of the new repair 
programme. The full schedule was expected to be finalised within ten days. 
 
Councillors raised several local issues. It was noted that grit and gravel had accumulated on Stony 
Lane, Pound Lane and Swan Lane, although some sweeping had since been carried out. Hedge 
cutting and road sweeping required further attention, and it was suggested that a larger mechanical 
sweeper should be deployed. 
 
Concerns were raised about the condition of Horseback Lane, where the pavement edge had 
deteriorated and the lack of shoulder was damaging vehicle tyres. It was reported that earlier remedial 
work using loose filings had not been effective due to the absence of a proper sub-base, making the 
lane unsafe. 
 
Councillors also noted that gullies were not being cleared as claimed on the FixMyStreet system, 
which stated they were serviced annually. 
 

5789) To suspend standing orders and invite questions from members of the public 
None 
 

5790) Chairman’s Report and Question 
The Chairman reported that meeting dates had been circulated up to June 2027 and asked 
members to add them to their diaries. Difficulties remained in updating the council’s banking 
mandate, and this matter was still ongoing. 
 

 Clerk’s Report  
The Clerk provided an explanation regarding an issue with Castle Water, which was noted. 
 

 
5791) (i) To note the following regular orders of payments 
 i. Clerk’s net salary for October 2025 - noted 

ii. HMRC – £145.20 - noted 
 (ii) To approve orders for payment and any other arriving after this notice 

None 
(iii) To note the Q2 report 



Noted 
 (iv) Budget 2026-27 to consider possible demands ahead of finalising in November 

Cllr Ingram had circulated initial budget assumptions for 2026–27, including an inflation 
allowance of 4%, which councillors agreed was reasonable. It was reported that two trees on 
The Green would require pruning during the winter, and that ash dieback had been 

confirmed in one tree in the Allotment hedge, with a further three potentially affected in 

future years. The agreed approach was to remove the confirmed diseased tree this year and 
plan for one diseased tree to be removed each year thereafter. Quotes for the works had 
been obtained. Tree Monkey was provisionally approved as the contractor for the ash tree 
removal, and P S Matthews approved for the remedial work at The Green. 

   

5792) (i) To note any responses to planning applications since the last meeting 

 (ii) To deal with any planning applications, including those received after the date of this notice: 
i. PL/25/2915/FA - Beechwood Farm Little Twye Road Buckland Cmn Bucks HP23 6PB – 

no comment 
ii. PL/25/2866/HB - White Lion Public House Jenkins Ln St Leonards Bucks HP23 6NW – 

comments submitted 
iii. PL/25/3706/TP - The Old Manor House Cholesbury Lane Cholesbury Bucks, HP23 6ND 

– no comment 
 (iii) To receive decisions from Buckinghamshire Council – see schedule 

No updates to current planning applications 
 (iv) To receive notice of appeals – see schedule 

None 
 (v) To receive an update on enforcement matters – see schedule 

It was noted that an enforcement case remained open regarding 7 Acre Field (Ref: 
ES/25/00274/COU), where a dog day-care business was operating without planning 
permission. The matter had been reported to the planning department 

  
   
5793) To consider matters relating to highways and ROW 

The Parish Council had received an email regarding Hill Farm Lane and Hawridge Lane. It was agreed 
in principle to use spoil from HS2 works to help fill the ruts and restore the lane surface, subject to 
confirming a practical solution. 
 
 

5794) To consider matters relating to the Green at Buckland Common, Springall Hill Allotments and other 
maintenance matters 
It was confirmed that volunteers could not be used for maintenance work on The Green as the 
council’s insurance did not provide cover for this. 
 
It was agreed that The Green would receive one early cut, a further cut in June, and a late-season cut 
as required. 
 
Documentation relating to the Springall Hill Allotments had been reviewed, confirming that the 
boundary hedge was owned by the Parish Council. The conveyance also required that consent be 
obtained from Chiltern District Council before undertaking any lopping or tree work. The Clerk was 
asked to write to the Tree Department to request the necessary permissions and to contact Keith 
Musgrove accordingly. 
 
It was agreed that road and direction signs would be cleaned in the spring. 
 

5795) Dates for the next meetings 

• 25th November 2025 
 

 


